Cathedral of the Assumption Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
September 18, 2014
Those present:
Carolynn Hall, George Kaissieh, Paul Kelty, Barby Knebelkamp, Jack Lydon, Brenda McWaters, Paul
Najjar, Fr. Jeff Nicolas, John Smart, Leslie Smart, Angela Wiggins, and Deacon Chris McDonell.
I.

Opening Prayer
Council Vice-Chair Leslie Smart called the meeting to order, and George Kaissieh shared a
meditation with the group.

II.

Review of the August Minutes
The minutes of the August 21, 2014 parish council meeting were approved as submitted.

III.

Feedback from Parishioners
Parish Council Representatives being present for parishioner input is of utmost importance.
However, having representatives once a month at all weekend Masses does not always
happen. In the future it is planned to have a Discipleship Center in the back of church that
would have printed matter as well as offer the opportunity on a regular basis to have
someone physically present. Until that happens it was suggested that whenever a Parish
Council Representative is attending Mass to let the celebrant know before Mass so an
announcement can be made at the end of Mass that a representative is at the table in the
designated area to meet with anyone who wishes to stop by. Details will be worked out in
the coming weeks.

IV.

Committee Reports
Communication CSF – John Smart and Fr. Nicolas - working on promotion of events
and development Discipleship Center in the Cathedral. Since this group is a Critical
Success Factor and not a standing committee, when procedure and responsible
parties are in place to carry out the goals , this group will cease to exist.
Social Concerns – Barby Knebelkamp – Catholics at the Capital is January 14. She is
working with Mark Bouchard of Catholic Charities on social justice issues to be
offered as Cathedral forums in 2015.
Formation – Carolynn Hall – there are many adult formation opportunities now and
in near future. She is grateful for the great public relations work to get the word out.
Michael Cirone is also offering a Catholicism film and discussion for parents of
children in our Religious Education program.
Parish Life – George Kaissieh – Coffee and donuts on September 21 in morning to
show this year’s Let’s Dance Louisville dvd; Catholic Charities celebrating
anniversary at Cathedral at 9:30 Mass and afterwards in Undercroft on September
28; the Spring Fling Thing group (plus some new members) that planned last year’s
Roaring 20’s is gearing up for another parish fun event on April 11.
Stewardship – 2015 Stewardship forms were in September 2014 newsletter; also
available after Masses; all forms are due in to parish office by November 2. The
Bishop Flaget Planned Giving Committee will host coffee and donuts after the
morning Mass on November 30.

Feed My Neighbor – Leslie Smart – Revenue from this year’s event netted $72,000
for our daily lunch program. The committee is already planning next year’s event.

V.

New Business
a. “Power of One” – At the August parish council meeting, members challenged one
another to consider reaching out in each person’s own way to make a difference in the
parish.
One couple met a couple in church who are new to Louisville and plan to go to dinner
with them. Several members reported connecting with former Cathedral parishioners
whom they miss seeing here. Two others have invited friends to come to church with
them. Another met with a couple who plan to join the parish. Another sat in church
with a homeless visitor, and plans to sit in a different place in church each time to get
to meet new people. Fr. Jeff and those in the discipleship program are taking to heart a
more personal relationship with Jesus Christ. A committee head is sending monthly
notes to those in that ministry.
b.

VI.

Leslie Smart suggested it is time to review by-laws and terms of office to see where we
stand with current members. Also, Margaret Brosko, as current chair of the
Stewardship Committee, will join the council at that committee’s representative.

Pastor’s Report
Fr. Nicolas has asked the collection counters to sub-total Sunday offerings for each weekend
Mass before totaling for the whole weekend.
Archbishop Kurtz has given permission for Fr. Nicolas to serve as the chaplain for the
Kentucky Air National Guard.
CIR is offering Tai Chi on Thursdays in October at 12:45 PM.
Father Nicolas and Leslie Smart reported on the Mother Catherine Spalding statue project.
A first page article about the project was in the Courier Journal last week. An op-ed piece by
Dolores Delahanty will appear next week. Funds continue to come in. Next weekend,
Father Nicolas will address this from the pulpit next weekend and there will be a bulletin
insert as well.

VII.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm. Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, October 16,
at 5:30 pm, in the Undercroft.

Respectfully submitted,
Angela Wiggins, Secretary
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show this year’s Let’s Dance Louisville dvd; Catholic Charities celebrating
anniversary at Cathedral at 9:30 Mass and afterwards in Undercroft on September
28; the Spring Fling Thing group (plus some new members) that planned last year’s
Roaring 20’s is gearing up for another parish fun event on April 11.
Stewardship – 2015 Stewardship forms were in September 2014 newsletter; also
available after Masses; all forms are due in to parish office by November 2. The
Bishop Flaget Planned Giving Committee will host coffee and donuts after the
morning Mass on November 30.

Feed My Neighbor – Leslie Smart – Revenue from this year’s event netted $72,000
for our daily lunch program. The committee is already planning next year’s event.

V.

New Business
a. “Power of One” – At the August parish council meeting, members challenged one
another to consider reaching out in each person’s own way to make a difference in the
parish.
One couple met a couple in church who are new to Louisville and plan to go to dinner
with them. Several members reported connecting with former Cathedral parishioners
whom they miss seeing here. Two others have invited friends to come to church with
them. Another met with a couple who plan to join the parish. Another sat in church
with a homeless visitor, and plans to sit in a different place in church each time to get
to meet new people. Fr. Jeff and those in the discipleship program are taking to heart a
more personal relationship with Jesus Christ. A committee head is sending monthly
notes to those in that ministry.
b.

VI.

Leslie Smart suggested it is time to review by-laws and terms of office to see where we
stand with current members. Also, Margaret Brosko, as current chair of the
Stewardship Committee, will join the council at that committee’s representative.

Pastor’s Report
Fr. Nicolas has asked the collection counters to sub-total Sunday offerings for each weekend
Mass before totaling for the whole weekend.
Archbishop Kurtz has given permission for Fr. Nicolas to serve as the chaplain for the
Kentucky Air National Guard.
CIR is offering Tai Chi on Thursdays in October at 12:45 PM.
Father Nicolas and Leslie Smart reported on the Mother Catherine Spalding statue project.
A first page article about the project was in the Courier Journal last week. An op-ed piece by
Dolores Delahanty will appear next week. Funds continue to come in. Next weekend,
Father Nicolas will address this from the pulpit next weekend and there will be a bulletin
insert as well.

VII.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm. Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, October 16,
at 5:30 pm, in the Undercroft.

Respectfully submitted,
Angela Wiggins, Secretary
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